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Branch Mint of the United States 
New Orleans 
June 26, 1867 


Hon. John Jay Knox 
Assistant Comptroller of the Currency 


Sir: 

In my letter to the Director of the Mint on the condition of this Branch Mint, I took 
the liberty to suggest that the difficulties likely to be encountered in the manufacture of the 
nickel-copper coins, might be best obviated by allowing me to go to Philadelphia to observe 
and study the management of this alloy as practiced in the U.S. Mint. 

Having received instructions from the Lighthouse Board to turn over the office of L. 
H. Engineer to Genl. M. D. McAlister on the 1st prox., by which time I shall also have 
completed the duties assigned me by the Supervising Architect of the Treasury Dept., I beg 
leave to request you to mention these facts in your correspondence with the Secretary of the 
Treasury, with such recommendations in regard to my application for leave of absence as 
you may deem proper. 


Very respectfully, 
HM. F. Bonzano 
Special Agent, Treasury Dept. 


